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EPA-REGION 10 

The EPA should not p u r sue their current plan to clean up the Willamette River. 
Although the cost has decreased with the newest revision of the plan it is still 
extremely expensive at $746 million. If we're going to spend that much money to 
im p rove Portland, we need to u se it for something else. There are many ways that 
money could be bet ter spent to improve our city, especially since the plan does not 
take into account the current condition of the river. 

The cu r rent plan relies on outdated information. The plan is based on data obtained 
between 2004 and 2008. There have been a lot of natural changes sin ce that time. 
More r ecent studies show that the river is actually improving. We need to just leave 
the river alone and let it do what mother natu re intended for it to do, which is 
restore itself. Moving forward with the EPA's p lan as it is r ight now will only make 
m atters worse. Disrupting the river 's ability to r estore itself through naturally 
occurring processes will actually reverse the improvements that h ave been made 
over the past 1 2 years. 

ri'he Willamette Hiver is a predominant feature of Portland1s scenic la..Tl.dscape and 
economy. Residents and tourists alike enjoy the river for its r ecreational activities 
and waterfron-G shops. As a Portland native, I frequent the businesses and 
restaurants there myseli'. It's a posi tive source of income for th e city. To see it torn 
u p for decades because of a restoration project that is not really necessary would 
only serve to h u r t the city's economy. I would not continue to visit the area while it 
was an active con s truction zone. It would also turn those who choose to vacation 
here in Portland off to visiting the are<?~. Not only will the EPA's plan hurt our 
eccnomy in terms of businesses losing· money, but it will also trickle down and 
h ave nagative impacts on our residents. J ob losses, higher taxes and utility rates 
are just a few of the ways citizens will be adversely affected. There is no way that 
you can success fully combine a reduction of income with an increase in taxes and 
bills , n o m atter h ow you spin it. 

ThE::re are far less costly and intrusive ways to clean up the Willamette River. A 
plan that g·ets local residents involved in the cleanup without disru p ting the river's 
natural restoration process would serve our cit izens and visitors, our economy, and 
our envirolli"Ilen t il'l a more p ositive a...Tl.d productive way. 

Sincer ely, 




